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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, applicants 

hereby make the following documents of record in the above - 

identified patent application: 

United States Patent Documents 

Goldsteen et al. 5,976,178 (11/02/1999) 

Swanson et al . 6,113,612 (09/05/2000) 

Peterson et al. 6,152,937 (11/28/2000) 

Vargas et al . 6,428,550 (08/06/2002) 

Peterson et al. 2002/0169466 (11/14/2002) 

Swanson et al . 2002/0183769 (12/05/2002) 

Swanson et al . 6,602,263 (08/05/2003) 

Logan et al. 6,699,256 (03/02/2004) 



Foreign Patent Documents 
PCT WO 01/39672 (06/07/2001) 

These references are also listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 (submitted in duplicate) , and a copy of the 
references are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the 
patentability of the claimed invention over any of the 
information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

It is respectfully requested that this document be 
(1) fully considered by the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office during examination of this application; and (2) printed 
on any patent which may issue on this application. Applicants 
request that a copy of Form PTO-1449, as considered and 
initialed by the Examiner, be returned with the next 
communication. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, submission of 
this Statement requires no fee. However, if for any reason a 
fee is due, the Director of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge payment of any 
fees required in connection with this Information Disclosure 
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statement to Deposit Account No. 06-1075, A duplicate copy of 
this Statement is transmitted herewith. 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 



patent application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted 



Registration No. 48,446 
Agent for Applicants 

FISH Sc NEAVE 

Customer No. 1473 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10020-1105 

Tel.: (212) 596-9000 

Fax : (212) 596-9090 



I hereby oertify that this 
Correspondence is t}ein9 
deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as First 
Class Mait In an envelope 
Addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
RO. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
293/052 



APPLICANTS 

Paul J. Hindrichs et al. 



FILING DATE 

October 3, 2003 



APPLICATION NO. 
10/678,405 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
1009 



GROUP ART UNIT 

3743 
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EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Pll IMHi HATF 

IF 

APPROPRIATE 




5,976,178 


11/02/1999 


Goldsteen et al. 


623 


1 






6,113.612 


09/05/2000 


Swanson et al. 


606 


153 






6,152.937 


11/28/2000 


Peterson et al. 


606 


153 






6.428.550 


08/06/2002 


Vargas et al. 


606 


153 






2002/0169466 


11/14/2002 


Peterson et al. 


606 


153 






2002/0183769 


12/05/2002 


Swanson et al. 


606 


153 






6.602,263 


08/05/2003 


Swanson et al. 


606 


153 






6.699.256 


03/02/2004 


Looan et al. 


606 


153 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




WO 01/39672 


06/07/2001 


PCT 


A61B 


17/115 























OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 













DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation 
if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicants. 



